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PREFACE

T S e e

THE New York Times catried a report on April 7, 1956, from its cor-
respondent in Ceylon, quoting the newly-elected Prime Minister,
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike. Bandaranaike, who was also leader of the
People’s United Front which won the elections, pledged that his country
no longer would tolerate foreign domination or interference. “But we
are not wild men,” he added. “We are not anti-Western and we are not
hostile to the United States. How could I be hostile to a country that
produced Mark Twain?”

The fact that Mark Twain, of all Americans, should personify for the
leader of a country emerging from colonial oppression the best in
American democratic tradition, must have come as a surprise t0 many
who have regarded him either as a simple, happy humorist or a writer
of books for children. Yet to men and women struggling for freedom
the world over, he has long been, together with Jefferson, Lincoln, and
Whitman, part of the great composite image of democratic America.
Surely, it is time for a cateful look at what Mark Twain had to say that
makes him a powerful influence for freedom and democracy among
peoples everywhere.

It is the purpose of this book to pursue such an examination. Towards
this end, I have presented, as a background, a brief description of Matk
Twain’s life and personality and an analysis of the critical reception to his
work during his lifetime and since his death. This is followed by a detailed
examination of Mark Twain’s thinking on a wide variety of social, political
and economic issues. Throughout I have followed as a guiding principle
Mark Twain's dictum that “in writing, it is usually stronger and more
dramatic to have a man speak for himself than to have someone else
relate a thing about him.” Because they effectively reveal Mark Twain
as a social critic and add color and vitality to the story, I have included
a large number of quotations from Twain's own writings and speeches,
many of them heretofore unpublished.

A full understanding of Mark Twain’s social criticism is impossible
without a study of the vast collection of Mark Twain Papers housed in the
Bancroft Library at the University of California. Here, gathered under
one roof, are thousands of unpublished writings of Mark Twain: note-
books, letters, autobiographical papers, manuscripts relating to many as-
pects of his social criticism, as well as letters to him. Thus I owe
particular thanks to Clara Clemens Samossoud, Mark Twain's daughter,
Mt. T. G. Chamberlain, and Professor Henry Nash Smith, trustees of the
collection, who generously gave me the opportunity to do the necessary
research in the papers and to quote from them.
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8 MARK TWAIN: SOCIAL CRITIC

Gratitude is also extended to the officials of Yale University Library,
the Huntington Library at San Marino, California, the Widener Library
of Harvard University, the New York Public Library, American Jewish
Archives and the Library of Congtess for making available to me the
Mark Twain Papers and other manuscripts in their collections.

I must also express my thanks to the following libraries for making
available to me many magazines, newspapers, pamphlets and unpub-
lished studies: The British Museum, Library of Congress, New York
Public Libraty, Chicago Public Library, and the libraries of the Universi-
ties of Bucknell, California, Chicago, Columbia, Cincinnati, Harvard,
lIowa, Louisiana, Michigan, Missouri, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Princeton,
Stanford, Tennessee, Texas, and Wisconsin.

Excerpts from Mark Twain's published works have been reprinted
here with the permission of the following publishers and holders of copy-
rights, t0 whom special thanks are due: Harper and Brothers; Charles
Scribner’s Sons; Harcourt, Brace and Co.; Harvard University Press;
Stanford University Press; Houghton Mifflin Co.; University of California
Press; University of Illinois Press. I wish to thank Miss Mildred Howells
for permission to quote from her wotk, Life and Letters of William Dean
Howells,

In closing I wish to thank Professors Henry Nash Smith and Arthur
Laurence Vogelback for helpful suggestions and my wife, Roslyn Held
Foner, for valuable assistance in teading the proofs.

PHILIP S. FONER
Croton-on-Hudson, New Y ork
Summer, 1958

CHAPTER ONE

e O

MARK TWAIN: A BRIEF PORTRAIT

SINCE 1910, the year of Mark Twain's death, thete has been a steady flow
of literature which has revealed many aspects of his life and character
wholly unfamilias to the readers of his books. The publication of his note-
books, autobiography, and many of his personal letters has provided an
intimate self-portrait of the man. The reader who wishes to study Twain’s
career in detail will find no dearth of biographical information about
America’s greatest writer. The following discussion of Mark Twain’s life
and personality is devoted to the main highlights of his career. It is pre-
sented in the belief that, despite its briefness, it will make it easier for
the reader to understand the evolution of Mark Twain's social criticism.

Background and Birth

Mark Twain chose to trace the continuity of what he called “the real
turning-point of my life” to the Garden of Eden. “It was there,” he wrote,
“that the first link was forged of the chain that was ultimately to lead to
the emptying of me into the literary guild.” For a more limited purpose,
however, the immediate forbears of Samuel Langhorne Clemens supply all
that is needed in the quest for contributions of heredity to his make-up.
The spirit of revolt against tyranny was imbedded in Mark Twain’s back-
ground. There was Gregory Clemens—the English judge who signed tl}&'
death-warrant of Charles I, and who in so doing, Twain rejoiced, “did
what he could toward reducing the list of crowned shams of his day.” There
were the Quaker ancestors in Twain’s lineage who left a heritage of oppo-
sition to war, anti-clericalism, and “sympathy for all underdogs and
minorities against cruelty and bullying in any form.” One of his Quaker
ancestors in Virginia manumitted his thitty-three slaves, declaring him-

s
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self “fully persuaded that freedom is the natural right of all mankind.”

Mark Twain’s father, John Marshall Clemens, was born on August 11,
1798, in Campbell County, Virginia. After migrating to the Western
frontier across the Alleghenies, his father was killed, and his mother re-
married. The family then moved to Kentucky. Here John M. Clemens
studied law and was granted a license to practice in the courts. Here, too,
in 1823, he married Jane Lampton, a Kentucky belle noted for her wit
and beauty. The Lamptons claimed a connection with the Lamptons in
England—the Farls of Durham—and a number of them devoted them-
selves almost exclusively to attempting to prove their claim to the earldom
and the family’s wealth. So deeply did he feel the futility of this that
Twain wrote of James Lampton, one of the claimants: * "The earl’ was a
man of parts, and might have accomplished something for himself but
for the calamitous accident of birth”

A year after his marriage, John Clemens started the series of moves
that was eventually to bring him and a somewhat larger family to Missouti.
One important stop was Jamestown, Tennessee, where he practiced law,
became county commissioner, was elected circuit-court clerk of the county
and acting Attorney General. So confident,was he of the brilliant future
of the section that he bought thousands of ‘acres of land, thereby, as he
thought, insuring financial security to the Clemenses. Bought at what he
considered a bargain, the land proved to be so poor that it yielded nothing
but potatoes and wild grass—and a harvest of alternating hope and
despair for the family. “This land . . . influenced our life . . . during more
than a generation. . . . It kept us hoping and hoping during forty years.
... It put our energies to sleep and made visionaries of us—dreamers and
indolent, We were always going to be rich next year. . . . To begin [life]
poor and prospectively rich! The man who has not experienced it cannot
imagine the curse of it.”

The “curse” of this land took its toll early. From his envied position
as “the most opulent citizen of Fentress County,” reputedly worth at
least $3,500, John Clemens gradually slipped into the comparatively
menial posts of village storekeeper in Jamestown, and postmaster in a
tiny village about nine miles north of that town.

In the spring of 1835, John Clemens sold everything but “the Tennes-
see land,” the final symbol of hope for the poverty-ridden family, and
turned his face westward, His destination was Florida, Missouri, where
his brother-in-law, John Quarles, had been urging him to bring his family.
In later years Twain explained that his father’s "fortunes were wrecked”
in “the grear financial crash of '34. . . . He was a proud man, a silent,
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austere man, and not a person likely to abide among the scenes of his
vanished grandeur and be the target for public commiseration.” To such
a man the West offered the promise of a fresh start,

After a harrowing journey by land and steamboat, the little band of
Clemenses, seven in number, counting Jennie, the slave girl, last of the
three Negroes John Clemens had inherited from his father’s estate, reached
Florida, Missouri. Here, on November 30, 1835, in a two-room clapboard
house on South Mill Street, Mark Twain was born, increasing the popula-
tion by one per cent, as he wrote later.

In Florida, John Clemens practiced law, served as Judge of the Monroe
County Court, and ran a store, first in partnership with Quarles, and then
on his own, He prospered sufficiently to build a better house for his family,
and bought land in Monroe County. But his future in Florida received
a devastating blow when the Salt River Navigation Project, which was to
make Florida accessible to river boats, was rejected by Congress. In
November, 1839, he moved his family to Hannibal, some thirty miles
away, and “politically and socially the first town in northeast Missouri in
the 1830's.” Here he opened a general store, invested his remaining
capital in rental propetties,.and loaned several thousand dollats to a land
speculator named Ira Stout to ‘whom he had already sold the most valuable
of his holdings in Montoe County. Poor management and the Panic of
1837 brought the general store to' the verge of bankruptcy. Clemens’ ten-
ants, crished by the panic, could not pay, and Ira Stout defaulted on his
debt. This last blow, T'wain wrote later, ruined his father, and condemned
him to “several years of grinding poverty and privation” before his death
in 1847.

In later years, Mark Twain liked to remember Hannibal as a sleepy,
peaceful village “drowsing in the sunshine of a summer morning.” It was,
indeed, a small community, but it was growing rapidly. In 1833, cwenty-
four years after its founding, Hannibal had only fifty inhabitants and
three stores. By the end of the decade, however, it boasted 1,034 persons,
a newspaper, a cigar factory, a whisky distillery, and several slaughter
houses. The key to its growth and its promising future was the Mississippi
River—"the great Mississippi, the magnificent Mississippi, tolling its
mile-wide tide along.” Three blocks from Twain's home, the big river
steamers brought wheat, hemp, and tobacco to Hannibal's wharves.

Despite Matk Twain’s impression very late in life that Hannibal
epitomized small-town democracy “full of liberty, equality, and Fourth of
July,” he acknowledged that it had its own little aristocracy. “You per-
ceived that the aristocratic taint was there,” he noted. But the class divi-
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sion, he insisted, was not based on wealth. Ancestry was a prime factor
in determining what families belonged to the aristocracy, and those from
the South were looked up to. Hence the Clemenses, who were of Southern
origin, and slaveholders, were accepted as people of “good family” despite
their poverty. As Twain was later to emphasize, a major evil of slavery
was that it fostered an aristocracy.

Aristocratic though he may have been according to the mores of
Hannibal, John Clemens had “an unerring faculty of making business
failures.” Yet his lack of success as a businessman did not prevent him
from occupying a distinguished place both in Florida and Hannibal. When
the Missouri Legislature authorized the incorporation of the Salt River
Navigation Company, his name headed the list of sixteen Commissioners
from three counties to take subscription to its capital stock; when it was
suggested that a railroad be substituted for a river channel, Jobn Clemens’
name appeared first among the six men appointed as Commissioners to
create the Florida & Paris Railroad; when an act established the Florida
Academy, John Clemens and John Quarles were listed as trustees. (The
first of these two ventures never materialized.)

This public distinction continued in the larger town of Hannibal.
John Clemens’ name was included on committees chosen to appraise
property, draft resolutions, report on roads, and found libraries. His
obituary notice in the Hannibal Gazette of March 25, 1837, thus eulogized
him: “He was noted for his good sense and a clear discriminating mind.
These added to a high sense of justice and moral rectitude, made him a
man of uncommon influence and usefulness. His public spirit was exet-
cised zealously and with effect upon every occasion. His efforts to estab-
lish a library and institutions of learning in our city were such as to
entitle him to all commendation, and his untimely death is felt . . . as a
loss to the whole community.”

Young Printer

In his Autobiography, written late in life, Twain recalls the difficulties
the Clemens family faced following his father’s death. "It was pretty hard
sledding” for the family—the affairs of which fell largely on the shoulders
of Jane Clemens, especially since her oldest son, Orion, was frequently
away from home—and young Sam had to work to add to the family
income. However, it is not true, as Twain recalls, that he “was taken from
school at once upon my father’s death,” and began work as printer’s
devil on the Hannibal Cowrser, owned by Joseph Ament. He continued
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his education for at least a year following his father's death, meanwhile
working after hours and during the summer as a newspaper delivery boy,
grocer’s clerk, blacksmith’s helper, drugstore clerk, and bookseller’s assist-
ant.

In his twelfth year, Sam Clemens was projected into journalism, and
it was to influence all phases of his later development. From the spring
of 1848 until June, 1853, he was printer’s devil, paper carrier, compositor,
sub-editor, and reporter on two local papers: for two years on Ament's
Counrier, and for three years on a number of papers launched in Hannibal
by his brother, Orion. By the time he joined his brother on the Missouri
Courier, he was “swift and clean as a good journeyman,” and by far a
better compositor than the rest of his fellow apprentices. But these print-
ing skills were not all that he learned during his five years’ newspaper
work in Hannibal. He found a world that he never would have discovered
in its public schools. It was a world of the printed word, and it encom-
passed both the literature of the people and of the standard professional
writers. The first group was represented by the local humorous writings.
From these skits and tall tales which he set into type, Mark Twain learned
much that went into his own writings. The second group was represented
mostly by “fillers,” anecdotes from Greek mythology, references to such
classical writers as Cicero, allusions to contemporary British novelists,
particularly Thackeray and Dickens, and many excerpts from American,
English and Conrinental authors—Bryant, Milton, Theodore Hook, Frank-
lin, Irving, Whittier, Horace Mann, Theodore Parker, Scott, Carlyle,
Hood, Lamb, Dumas, and others. The pages of the exchanges which came
to the office carried their own excerpts. With good reason the Hannibal
Gazette could say in April, 1847: “There is something in the very atmos-
phere of a printing office, calculated to awaken the mind and inspire a
thirst for knowledge.”

Though much of the miscellaneous material that found its way into
the printing office was poor stuff, the great literature Twain encountered
there stimulated his reading, and he learned also to distinguish the good
from the bad. “One isn’t a printer ten years without setting up acres of
good and bad literature,” he noted years later, “and learning . . . to dis-
criminate between the two.”

Yet a stray leaf from a book that he picked up on the streets one
afterncon on his way home from the printing shop seems to have influ-
enced him most. It was from a book about Joan of Arc, and there was
matter enough on the torn page describing the Maid’s persecution by her
English captors to make him feel her sufferings. It aroused in Sam a
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desire to read her entire history, especially after he learned that she was a
real person. Thus was kindled a passion for history “which became the
largest feature of his intellectual life.” The event “crystallized suddenly
within him sympathy for the oppressed, rebellion against tyranny and
treachery, scorn for the divine right of kings. . . . He read hungrily now
everything he could find relating to the French Wars, and to Joan in
particular. He acquired an appetite for history in general.” The stray leaf,
Twain maintained, opened to him the full world of literature.

Orion, Twain later recalled, “never was able to pay me a single penny
as long as I was with him.” But his elder brother gave him something
that soon mote than made up for lack of monetary reward—encourage-
ment and the opportunity to publish his writings. In her study of Twain’s
formative yeats in Missouri, Miss Minnie May Brashear asserts that “it
is probably no exaggeration to say that the greatest single influence in
Mark Twain’s life was his older brother, lasting through the publication of
Roughing It.” Tt is difficult, perhaps, to conceive of Mark Twain being
influenced by Orion, except negatively, as a demonstration of what to
avoid in order to succeed. This “gentle, kindly, plodding, inept soul of
almost saintly humility and patience,” alternated between fits of optimism
and pessimism, attempted countless experiments and failed in all. Yet there
is no doubt that Orion widened his younger brother’s hotizons. His “three
hundred and sixty-five red-hot new eagernesses every year” acted as a
whirring emery stone on which Sam whetted the blades of his intellect
and interest. One could not be associated with Orion long without being
drawn into a heated controversy over a moral, religious, or political issue.
Sam loved Orion for his integrity, vitality, and generosity, though he
could feel indulgent scorn for his ineptitude and failures. And Orion de-
served this love, for he introduced his younger brother to the world of
ideas, of issues and opinions, nourished in him the urge for writing, and
welcomed his contributions, thus stimulating him to try his hand.

Twain’s writings for his brother’s newspaper in Hannibal have all been
discovered, and several studies, analyzing them, have been made. Here we
need merely note that his first writings consisted of humorous anecdotes,
satirical sketches, local news reports, facetious squibs, and some verse.
Among them, however, was what may be characterized as Mark Twain's
first political satire, a feature story, “Blabbing Government Sectets,” which
was printed in the Hannibal Jomrnal of September 23, 1852, under his
then pen name, “W. Epaminondas Adrastus Blab.” The article explained
that an extra session of the State Legislature had been called by the Gov-
ernor, expressly for the purpose of changing the writer’s surname from
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Perkins to Blab. "My title was altered, shortened, and greatly beautified,”
the correspondent boasted, “and all at a cost of only a few thousand of
dollars to the State.” This first expression of Twain’s contempt for corrupt
legislators, also declared his contempt for monarchy and aristocracy in
Blab’s comment: “As for Queen Victotia and Lord Derby, they may cut
up as much as they like (about the name-changing)—it's none of their
business.” It was feeble, naive political satire, to be sure, but it shows the
young writer experimenting with a form he was to use so effectively in
his mature work,

Sam Clemens found the limitations of life in Hannibal more chafing
with each passing year. The spring of 1853 found him in his eighteenth
year, rich in experience and self-confidence, but with empty pockets. He
had nothing to show for his work for Orion as printer and editorial
assistant except “poot, shabby clothes.” After a quarrel with Orion who
turned down a request for a few dollars to buy a secondhand gun, Sam
determined to leave Hannibal. He told his mother he was going to St
Louis to find work and be near his sister, Pamela. His real intention was
to visit the fabulous Crystal Palace at the New York Fair. Sadly Jane
Clemens gave her permission, first having made him promise not “to
throw a card or drink a drop of liquor” while he was away. (With this
and other “oppressive” influences of his mother, we shall deal later.)

Sam Clemens lefc Hannibal May 27, 1853. His last pieces for Orion’s
paper were written the day before, In the autograph album of one of his
girl-friends, he bade his farewell to Hannibal:

Good-by, good-by,

1 bid you now, my friend;

And though ‘tis bard to say the word,
To destiny 1 bend.

Sam Clemens was four years old when he was brought to Hannibal; he
was eighteen when he left in 1853. Twain well understood the im-
portance of these fourteen years, so lovingly recreated in his major works.
Almost a half-century later he wrote in Following the Equator: “All that
goes to make the me in me was in a Missourian village, on the other side
of the globe.” While one may attribute this sweeping statement in part
to Mark Twain’s nostalgia, one can also assert that much that went into
the making of the social critic was derived from his experiences in Hanni-
bal. This, as we shall see, was the source of his vigorous opposition to
slavery, superstition and aristocracy. Through his Hannibal newspaper
activity he became acquainted with the work of the great writers and
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with the “literature of the oral anecdote,” as Bernard De Voto charac-
terizes the humor of frontier journalism, This broadened his perspective
and aroused his interest in the problems and controversies of the day.
His Hannibal writings reflect little of the social critic. But when he
reached maturity as a writer, the Hannibal experiences would influence to
no small extent what he had to say to the world.

For four years, Sam Clemens travelled about America as a printet,
setting type in composing rooms in St. Louis, New York, Philadelphia,
Keokuk, Cincinnati, and Muscatine, Iowa. During two of these years,
December, 1853, to March, 1855, he furnished correspondence (five
letcers) to the Muscatine fowrnal, published by his brother, Orion. And
between November, 1856, and April, 1857, he wrote three letters under
the pseudonym, “Thomas Jefferson Snodgrass,” for the Keokuk Dasly Post.

Mark Twain's letters to his family during this period, his correspond-
ence to the Muscatine Jowrnal, and the Snodgtass letters reveal his social
and political thinking at this stage, and we shall examine them later
under the specific subjects they cover. Here we need only note those pas-
sages which reflect his eagerness for knowledge and his insatiable spirit
of inquiry. As in Hannibal, his work as a printer kept him in touch with
the literature that went into the newspapers as “fillers.” But his interest
in books could not be satisfied by excerpts, and in New York he spent
his nights in the libraries. “You ask me where I spend my eventings,”
he wrote Pamela. “Where would you suppose, with a free printers’
library containing more than 4,000 volumes within a quarter of a mile
from me, and ncbody at home to talk to.”

Two friends of this period, Frank E. Butrough in St. Louis and a
Scot named Macfarlane in Cincinnati, strengthened his interest in books.
The former, a chairmaker, was especially fond of Dickens, and instilled a
deep love for the English novelist in his young friend. (During his resi-
dence in Keokuk, Sam Clemens was often observed carrying a volume of
Dickens with him.) Macfarlane, his boarding-house friend in Cincinnati,
was an amateur philosopher and his personal library of three dozen
books covered philosophy, history and science.

Tom Paine, Poe, Shakespeare, Goldsmith, Dickens, Cetvantes, Lecky,
and Voltaire were some of the authors Sam Clemens read during these
years. One book picked up in a hotel in Muscatine, Iowa, also influenced
him deeply. It was a study of the English kings and their reigns. The in-
formation contained in the volume, added to what he had already learned
about Joan of Atc, deepened his antagonism toward vested authority in
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Church and State, later to find brilliant expression in The Prince and the
Panper, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, and Joan of Arc.

Pilot and Miner

On April 15, 1857, the Paul Jones, piloted by Horace Bixby, set off for
New Orleans from Cincinnati. On board was young Sam Clemens. From
the gulf port he planned to sail for the Amazon to make a fortune in cocoa.
But when he walked up the gang plank, he was headed not for South
America but for a new career—the profession of piloting.

To be a pilot on the great Mississippi River required untiring industry
and perserverance. He had to guide his boat over twelve hundred miles of
murky, swirling waters, along shifting channels, without the aid of markers
or searchlights. Sam Clemens’ packed notebooks reveal the detailed infor-
mation he had to acquire. Yet in two years he had mastered the river.
On April 9, 1859, he was granted his pilot’s license, and became co-pilot
with the veteran, Horace Bixby, on the Crescent City. Before long he was
pointing with justifiable pride to his position on the City of Memphis, the
“largest boat in the trade, and the hardest to pilot,”

The influence of the greatest of American rivers permeates every phase
of Mark Twain's development. “The Mississippi,” Diron Wecter observes
in his discussion of Twain's Hannibal years, “made him, even in his
minority, a citizen of the world, added to his health and resourcefulness,
and fostered that appreciation of natural beauty...whose stamp appears
not only upon Life on the Mississipps but all of his travel books, from
The Innocents Abroad to Following the Equator.” All this and more was
true of Mark Twain’s years on the tiver. During these four years on the
Mississippi, he widened and deepened his understanding of people. As he
himself observed: “I got personally and familiarly acquainted with about
all the different types of the human nature that are to be found in fiction,
biography, or history. . . . The feature of it I value most is the zest which
that early experience has given to my later reading, When I find a well-
drawn character in fiction or biography, I generally take a warm personal
interest in him, for the reason that I have met him before—met him on
the river.”

“Sam was always scribbling when not at the wheel,” Horace Bixby,
the man who taught him the river, recalled. These writings consisted of
personal letters, river note-books, a burlesque of Captain Isaiah Sellers
and his river reports, published in the New Orleans Daily Crescent of
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May 17, 1859. This was the only piece of Twain’s writing to find its way
into public print during his years on the river.

The Civil War brought an end to Mark Twain’s career as a pilot.
His last trip up the river from New Orleans to St. Louis was on the
Uncle Sam. He left the ship at St. Louis on April 19, 1861, one week
after the firing on Fort Sumter, and hurried back to Hannibal. Here he
joined the Confederate Marion Rangers, his service lasting between one
and three weeks. We will deal with Twain's attitude toward the Civil
War and his experiences as a Confederate soldier below. Apart from his
exceedingly brief military service, he spent the war years far removed
from the battlefronts. On July 26, 1861, he left St. Joseph, Missouri, with
his brother, Orion, for the Nevada Territory, Orion had been appointed
by President Lincoln Secretaty of the Territoty, an appointment maneu-
vered by Edward Bates, a St. Louis lawyer who was Attorney General in
Lincoln’s cabinet. Sam Clemens went along as the Secretary’s secretary,
planning to stay three months.

On August 14, the Overland Stage catried Orion and Sam into Carson
City, the capital of Nevada. Orion went to work at once as secretary to
Governor James Warren Nye. Sam, finding his duties as secretary to the
Secretary hardly time-consuming, set about adjusting himself to the excit-
ing life of the frontier. It was “the d - -dest country under the sun,” he
wrote to his mother. All about him he saw men digging for gold and
silver, and seeking diversion from the back-breaking labor in “gambling,
drinking and murder. .. .”

Sam Clemens did not, at first, succumb to the Nevada mining craze.
Instead, he was going to make his fortune in timber claims. But in the
winter of 1861, after a fire had destroyed his claim, he went with three
companions to Unionville in Humboldt County to look for silver. Nothing
turning up in Humboldt County, he went to Esmeralda County where
he and Orion had acquired 2 camp. He settled at Aurora in February,
1862, and from there, for half a year, he prospected for gold and silver.

“T expected to see it glittering in the sun on the mountain summit,”
he confessed later. But he was soon working harder than he had ever
done before or ever would again. He was driven along by the sight of
cart-loads of silver bricks, as large as pigs of lead, arriving from the mill
every day. "I succumbed,” he wrote, "and grew as frenzied as the craziest.”
And he was determined to prove that what others could do, he could
Writing to his sister, Pamela, he quoted:

In the bright lexicon of youth,
There's no such word as Fail—
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“And I'll prove it,” he added. All he did prove was that he could work
hard. But his failure as a miner forced him to the one field of activity
which was, in the not too distant future, to give him more wealth than
he could have extracted from the richest vein—the field of writing. In
August, 1862, he reluctantly began work on the Territorial Enterprise
of Virginia City as local reporter and feature writer at a salary of six
dollars a day.

Washoe Reporier

In two years the Terrizorfal Enterprise, under Joe Goodman, its aggressive
and astute editor-in-chief, had become an influential organ, “the most
remarkable paper on the frontier . . . the brainiest sheet on the coast.”
Goodman demanded of his teporters that they have convictions and the
courage to back them.

Sam Clemens took setiously Goodman’s insistence that a reporter for
the Enterprise have the courage to “speak out” As a reporter of the
legislative sessions at Carson City, he might have appeated to be a bored
observer who wasted his time doodling comic cartoons. But his was actu-
ally an “astute watchfulness,” and some of his earliest social criticism, as we
shall see, is contained in his reporting of the legislative sessions, where
he exposed and ridiculed crooked legislators, executives and judges.

The Territorial Enterprise for February 2, 1863, carried a legislative
article of special historical importance, more for the name underneath it
than for its contents. It was the first piece of Samuel L. Clemens’ writings
to appear over the signature “Mark Twain.” “By the mark, twain,” the
leadsman on the River called out when he sunk his line to the two-fathom
knot, a cry which meant that the boat was safe with twelve feet of water
under her. Soon these two words were to cover the entire globe as “the
greatest nom de plume ever chosen.” It was not the first time, however,
that the words had been so used. Twain himself wrote in 1874: *‘Mark
Twain' was the nom de plume of one Capt Isaiah Sellers, who used to
write river news over it for the New Otleans Picayune. He died in 1863,
& as he could no longer need that signature I laid violent hands upon it
without asking permission of the proprietor’s temains. That is the history
of the nom de plume I bear.”

Many of Mark Twain's contributions to the Territorial Enterprise
were reprinted in San Francisco papers, thereby establishing his journalis-
tic reputation along the Coast. This made him an influential figure in the
Territory, His witty articles and shrewd jibes at the politicians caused the

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































